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uncompromising. He made no long speeches, but his
language was violent and exaggerated both as regards
England and Poland. ... I contested every point
and kept calling his statements inaccurate, but the
only effect was to launch him on some fresh tirade
. . . most of the conversation was recrimination. . . .
Herr Hitler observed in reply to my repeated warn-
ings that direct action by Germany would mean war,
that Germany had nothing to lose and Britain much,
. . . Surely some solution was possible; could not
direct contact be made with the Poles again? Herr
Hitler's retort was that so long as England gave
Poland *a blank cheque' Polish unreasonableness
would render any negotiations impossible. I denied
the 'blank cheque' but this only started Herr Hitler
off again."

From henceforth Mr. Chamberlain could play no
other role than that of chorus to a Greek Tragedy.
Between August 24th, when Parliament was recalled,
and September 3rd, he made no less than five state-
ments all of which were in effect summaries of the
feverish negotiations going on in Berlin. After the
obvious failure of his letter of August 22nd Mr.
Chamberlain wisely made no further attempt at direct
intervention. None the less the Muse of History seems
obstinately determined that the retiring Mr. Cham-
berlain must be made to walk in the limelight. His
straightforward and unadorned narrative once again
works up to a tremendous climax. On August 24th
he described how Hitler, through the Press, had
deliberately widened the scope of the Danzig nego-
tiations by a violent Press attack on the Polish
Government, and a blank assertion that the Corridor
was inextricably bound up with Danzig. Once more
atrocity stories were dragged out to play their part.
Mr. Chamberlain praised the calm and self-restraint
of the Polish statesmen in the face of this campaign,